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FACULTY SENATE MINUTES
May 11, 1987
1381

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1.

Comments from Vice President Martin.

2.

Executive Council of Social and Behavioral Sciences have changed their name
to the Senate of the College of Social and Behavioral Science.

3.

Corrections to Senate Minutes 1379.

NEW/OLD BUSINESS
4.

Comm.ittee Reports.

The Committee on Restructuring of the University.

5.

Copy of the Educational Policies Committee report (See Appendix A).

6.

Recognition of Senators leaving the Senate.

DOCKET
7.

446 385
Procedures and Criteria for determination of professional
educational waivers/substitutions. Amended proposal accepted.

8.

445 384
Proposal from the department of Industrial Technology concerning
the elimination of foreign language as an all-university exit requirement.
Proposal failed.

9.

443 382
A proposal from the College of Natural Sciences Senate. Part One
of the proposal sent to the Committee on Curricula. Part Two will be listed
in the future catalog.

The Senate was called to order at 3:30 p.m. May 11, 1987 in the Board Room of
Gilchrist Hall by Chairperson Boots.
Present: Baum, Boots, Chadney, Doody, Duncan, Erickson, Glenn, Goulet, Intemann,
McCormick, Peterson, Romanin, Story, Wood, Yoder.
Alternates:
Absent:

Bozik/Henderson, Brown/Kelly.

Amend, Hinshaw, Krogmann.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Vice President Martin said a reception will be held in honor of the Senate members
and others who have served faculty governance at the end of the meeting. He said
he appreciated the poise and professionalism of the Senate and its committees in
dealing with difficult issues. The Vice President also announced that an award for
outs~anding teaching in general education is being considered.

2. The Chair announced the Executive Council of the College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences has changed their name to the Senate of the College of
Social and Behavioral Sciences.
3.

Several corrections to the Faculty Senate Minutes 1379.

Page 1 and 2, Item 3.

Wilkinson's name was misspelled.

Page 2, Item 1.

Should be a Masters of Philosophy not a Doctors.

Page 2, Item 7.
meeting.

Longnecker said it was a College Senate meeting not a departmental

Page 5, paragraph 9.

Change accreditation to certification.

Page 5, paragraph 14. Change the last sentence to read "half of them are in
community recreation and half in therapeutic recreation."
NEW/OLD BUSINESS
4. Paul Rider said the Committee on Restructuring of the University has met
several times this past year. The members are Leander Brown, James Chadney,
Judith Harrington, Philip Patton, Robert Wyatt and Rider as Chair. The Committee
is struggling with the purpose of the committee. They have rnet with Vice
President Martin and Len Froyen in an effort to help clarify their goal. A
survey was sent out to 600 faculty with 175 returns. The results will be shared
with the Senate at a later time. The Committee will continue meeting in the
fall.

5. A written copy of the Educational Policies Committee report that was
presented orally on April 27 is attached to these minutes.
6. The Chair thanked Senators Baum, Erickson, Glenn and Story for their years
of service to the Senate. Special recognition was given to Senator Erickson as
he will be retiring this year.
DOCKET
7. 446 385 Procedures and Criteria for determination of professional education
waivers/ substitutions.
Erickson/Peterson moved to accept the proposal.
Assistant Vice President Geadelmann said the proposal was self-explanatory and
would be an interim measure until the special committee studying the governance
of teacher education has completed its proposal.
Story/Goulet moved to amend the proposal by adding "or a higher relevancy for
the discipline" in Item 3, the last sentence, between "equivalency" and "will".
Chadney asked why that would be necessary.
Story said in her area they might suggest that ten or twelve hours of student
teaching be in a public school and the rest of the hours used for teaching
experiences in adult education.
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Chadney said that would be done by individual petition.
Story was concerned if it wasn't in writing it may not be considered as a
possible standard.
Goulet said he was in favor of the motion because committees change and
definitions understood now may not be understood by different people.
Geadelmann said she would like to remind the Senate this is an interim measure
until a permanent measure is adopted in the fall, following the report of the
Teacher Education Governance Committee.
Chadney asked if that was part of the proposal.
Geadelmann said the Senate could clearly state that if it wished.
Question on the amendment was called.

Motion carried.

Chadney asked who would deem that consultation would be appropriate.
Geadelmann answered that it would be the departments involved, if either of them
felt outside consultation should take place.
Question on the main motion was called.

Motion carried.

8. 445 384 Proposal from the Department of Industrial Technology concerning
elimination of foreign language as an all-university exit requirement.
Bozik/Story moved to accept the proposal.
Professor White said in their contact with public schools they were hearing real
concerns about the impact the exit requirements would have on the public schools
and students. They felt the foreign language requirement is a real detriment to
the education of students and would not necessarily help them in their life roles.
Romanin said he would like to hear the other side and asked the foreign language
people to respond.
Professor Konig said their contacts with public schools have been positive, but
he does question how the schools can meet the DPI requirement for 4 years of
foreign language by fall of 1989. He also said UN! is the last Regents school
to require a foreign language.
Story said her trouble with the requirement is that it is a hidden requirement. It
cuts the student out of other important high school subjects.
Duncan asked what percent of high school students are taking a foreign language.
Professor Bubser said about 70 percent.
Duncan asked if a student had two years at the high school level would it be
difficult for them to take their third year at college.
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Professor Vernon said it would be parallel to math courses. There is a need
for testing to determine if the student had enough background in high school to
qualify for an advanced course.
Bozik asked if we are talking about taking all the units in the same language.
Konig said yes.
Leahy said he had notes from a talk given by John Martin at the Interinstitutional
meeting on Education Academic Requirements. He said in 1979-80 fourteen percent
of high school students were taking a foreign language at one time; 1983-84
twenty-four percent were taking a language; 1986-87 thirty-three percent were
taking a foreign language at any one time. One of the high schools he visited,
thirty-seven percent of their seniors were taking a fourth year of a foreign
language.
Goulet said he objected to it being an exit requirement.
a competency exam.

He feels there should be

Professor Strub stated that a unit is a year and a credit is a semester. In the
freshman class at the Price Laboratory School all but one student is enrolled
in a foreign language. He feels their enrollment is a little high, but 80
percent would be fairly typical across the state. He also said that Iowa State
does not require a foreign language for admission.
Bubser said the DPI will require all high schools by 1989 to offer four separate
years of at least one language. The requirement here is not in effect until 1990.
Chadney said this is a curriculum matter and questioned the propriety of the
current discussion.
The Chair said the original proposal came directly to the Senate from the Modern
Language Department and did not pass through the regular curriculum channels.
Chadney asked if after debating the issue, would it be appropriate to send it to
the Curriculum Committee.
Boots said yes.
Professor Austin said he agreed with Goulet, this should not be an exit requirement.
If a department wants to propose a separate degree that's one thing, but a
Bachelor of Arts should legitimately have a foreign language requirement.
Goulet said he is in sympathy with Chadney's question but the Curriculum
Committee has a full agenda already for the fall.
Professor Thakur said it is good for our students to study a foreign language
as many of them are not widely travelled. He is also concerned the Senate may
appear fickle if they rescind a proposal in the same year it was approved.
Professor DeNault said the exit requirement was not widely circulated and was
passed late in the year. Rural schools will be able to offer just one language.
He also was concerned that classical languages are not included as possible choices.
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The Chair said the proposal was discussed at two meetings and information appeared
in the Senate Minutes.
Professor Longnecker said things have changed since the original proposal passed.
It was done before the new General Education program was approved.
Glenn asked how many students interested in Industrial Technology would be
impacted. No clear answer was provided.
White asked if the students of Iowa would be better served by this requirement.
With the fast developments in technology, students need to expand their knowledge
in that field.
Glenn asked how many students would not be successful in Industrial Technology
because of the three year language requirement in high school.
White said he couldn't answer, but the areas of industrial technology and home
economics would be affected because students wouldn't have enough time to take
the courses in high school that would get them started in those areas.
Professor Oates said he had two children who went through high school and took
foreign languages and were still able to take elective courses. It can be done if
it is planned for. As teachers, we need to be able to open the world to students.
Kim Landis, from UNISA, asked how many students wanted to be exempted from the
requirement. She has been through several programs at UNI and has found foreign
language to be an important part of her progress. If you eliminate the requirement you tell students foreign language is not important to their education.
Professor Fahmy said we need to be competitive with the world.
an area that we all need to know more about.

Technology is

Professor Rogers said everyone is concerned about the students' welfare. They
are also concerned about recruitment. When the surrounding states do not have
the foreign language requirement it puts UNI programs at a disadvantage.
Brown said it has been pointed out how difficult it would be in high school to
take home economics or industrial arts, but is it possible.
Strub said the problem also exists for students that want to take music. The
reality is it's difficult to meet all the requirements and to have elective areas.
Vice President Martin said he was in favor of the graduation requirement. He
understood there would be some hardships for high schools but students need to
learn basic skills and knowledge.
McCormick said the only students affected are the ones who don't take it in
high school. The need for the requirement should be obvious.
Professor Ward said this may be a hurdle but it is certainly a necessary one.
Professor Gish was concerned about the image of the university. On one hand we
have an International Studies program but we question the endorsement of a foreign
language requirement in our schools.
5

Professor Dubois said an impact study in the metro area shows the high schools
and the students are aware of the requirement. In 1986 at the Cedar Falls High
School 44 percent of the students were enrolled in a foreign language, 66 percent
of the fresrunen are currently enrolled.
Konig said before their department presented the program they contacted all the
deans. Four of the deans invited them to explain the proposal. They did not
hear from the College of Natural Sciences. He also said he was in favor of
including classical languages.
Professor Rider said he hoped the Senate would deal seriously with the proposal
from Industrial Technology as it may greatly impact their program.
Bozik asked if the requirement was to make students culturally aware or competent
in a language. She had a French minor and found that unless language is used
continually, one loses their aptitude for speaking the language.
Professor Betts said our concern is not unique with Industrial Technology majors.
We all need basic foundations in technology literacy.
Question on the motion was called.

The motion failed.

Two abstained.

9. 443 382 A proposal from the College of Natural Sciences Senate- 1) foreign
language requirements; 2) baccalaureate degree requirements.
Duncan/McCormick moved to refer the proposal to the Curriculum Committee.
Goulet said that if the Senate already knew how they wanted to vote on this issue
there was no need to send it to the Curriculum Committee.
Romanin asked if the proposal could be separated.
The Chair said it could.
Longnecker said that as the Chair of the Natural Sciences Senate he wouldn't object
to the referral. Personally, he would hope the Curriculum Committee would
enlarge or change the proposal to allow for all possibilities.
Wood said she had great faith in the Curriculum Committee and their recommendations.
Question was called on the first part of the proposal.

Motion carried.

Longnecker said the intent of the second part was to have all of the requirements
collected in one place.
Chadney asked if this could this be done in the University Catalog and the schedule
of classes.
Geadelmann said that it could.
Chadney/McCormick moved the Senate adjourn.
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The Senate adjourned at 5:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Engen
Secretary,

~

tem

These minutes shall stand approved as published unless corrections or protests
are filed with the secretary of the Senate within two weeks of this date,
Thursday, May 21, 1987.
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University of Northern Iowa
Department of Earth Science

CedAr Fa.lls , Iowa ~0614
Telepho ne (319) 273-2759

23 March 1987

Myra R. Boots, Chair
University Faculty Senate
University of Northern Iowa
Dear Ms. Boots:
Please accept this as the annual report of the Educational Policy
Commission (EPC). The EPC was reorganized at the beginning of this academic
year. The changes involved a broader representation on the Commission,
including that of students. The membership is as follows:
Faculty
Lynn A. Brant, CNS, <Chair)
Robert Claus, SBS
Forrest Conklin, CHFA
Susann Doody, At large
Geofrey Mills, School of Business
Lynn E. Nielsen, Price Lab School

Student
Carl Blake
Chris Kenline
Joe Klein
Karf Peterson
Mary Pieper
Michelle Wubben
Davfd Sanders, Alternate

Ex offfcfo
Pat Geadelmann, Academic Affairs
Robert leahy, Registrar
Jack Wielenga, Admissions
The EPC had only one fte111 of business during the 1986-87 academic year.
In the fall of 1985, the Co•mission was given the charge to examine the policy
which establishes the dates that allow students to drop courses well into the
semester without receiving a "W" and "F". The EPC had discussions on this
matter that year but never made a decision as to what to recommend to the
Senate. After reorganization in the fall of 1986, the Commission again took
up this ftem of business. Because the policies regarding all changes 1n
registration after the beginning of the semester are intimately related, the
EPC took under review the suite of polfcfes which establish deadlines in
registration changes after the beginning of the semester.
On September 30, the EPC conducted an open hearing to receive testimony
from all interested parties. Written comments were also received over an
announced period of time. In all, about fourteen persons responded. On
October 31, the EPC made a report to the Senate in which it recommended that
no change be made in these policies. No other business has come before the
Commis~n since that time.
rely, { ; :
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